THE EPIDEMIOLOGY OF -to ascertain where the disease occurs, the magnitude of the problem, and to evaluate its potential for increasing. The distribution, prevalence, and spread of infection among livestock and its resulting occurrence in man should be determined by coordinated surveys at state levels. Considerable interest in such surveys is evident from progress made in studies already under way. Additional data which will be needed can be obtained only by stimulating the interest of research workers and public health officials.
A simple means for rapid accumulation of the needed data is available by use of the capillary-tube agglutination test.22 30'3' It is highly specific and sensitive for detecting antibody against C. burnetii present in bovine serum of milk and in guinea pig, human, and sheep serum. 
Mental Health Commissioners Meet
The commissioners who direct state mental health and hospital programs met in October under the auspices of the American Psychiatric Association. On the basis of a review and analysis of current trends in these programs the group issued a public statement. Its gist is that, in view of the immense cost of mental illness and the evidence that recently expanded expenditures for personnel, training, and research have resulted in decreasing mental hospital populations and the greatest number of discharges in history, now is the time to invest heavily in mental health and hospital programs. The result, in the foreseeable future, it is believed will decrease capital costs for construction of hospitals as well as add greatly to the productive potential of the nation.
The group agreed to follow up this first meeting with a permanent organization for regular meetings and exchange of information. George W. Jackson, M.D., of Topeka, Kans., is chairman of an organizing executive committee.
Among the 49 states, mental health services are under the direction of the state health department in 27 states; in 12 there is a state mental health department; in five the program is a responsibility of the department of public or social welfare; and in five of a state hospital, department of hospitals, or of institutions.
